
An Overview of NACo’s Green 
Government Initiative 

How are counties going green?



• The National Association of Counties (NACo) is the only 
national organization that represents counties in the U.S.

• Close to 2,400 county members (entire counties, not just 
officials)

• A full service organization
– Legislative Affairs
– Research
– Technical Assistance
– Public Affairs Assistance
– Enterprise Services

• NACoRF provides training and technical assistance
– 100% externally funded (grants, contracts, private foundations, 

etc.)
– NO lobbying (represents a unique challenge – must not be 

involved in legislative process but must collaborate with 
lobbyist; programming must match NACo policy)

About NACoAbout NACo



• For nearly ten years have worked with EPA ENERGY 
STAR
– Improve energy use of county buildings; benchmark energy 
usage and savings

– Members asking how to green buildings/communities
– Challenge with grants/contracts = set deliverables, often 
minimal flexibility

• We asked ourselves…
– How do we meet member needs quickly (grants take too 
long; little availability)?

– How do we create funding stream but maintain flexibility 
for an emerging topic?
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Answer:

Corporate Sponsorship
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• The Green Government Initiative serves as a catalyst between 
local governments and the private sector to facilitate green 
government practices, products and policies that result in 
financial and environmental savings.

• In 2007, launched with 9 sponsors.  Today, 20. 
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Upcoming Fact Sheet Topics

• Landfill Gas to Energy
• Wind Energy
• Water Efficiency  
• Green Codes
• Green Roofs

Also coming soon…
Greening the Local Economy 
Guidebook





Past WebinarsPast Webinars

• Some of the past webinars included…
• Green Counties 101

• Marin County, CA; La Plata County, CO; Howard County, MD; Dane 
County WI

• Green Purchasing 101
• U.S. Communities; Office Depot; Matanuska-Susitna Borough, AK; Los 

Angeles County, CA; Sarasota County, FL
• Funding Options for On-Site Renewable Energy Projects

• Johnson Controls; ENERGY STAR; National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory; Butte County, CA

• Waste Management, Recycling and E-Waste 101
• Waste Management; Alameda County, CA; Logan County, OH; 

Clackamas County, OR
• Communicating Your County Climate Protection Message

• American Institute of Architects; Pew Center on Global Climate Change; 
Boulder County, CO; Sarasota County, FL; Whatcom County, WA

• LEED for Existing Buildings
• U.S. Green Building Council; Building Owners and Managers 

Association; State of CA Dept of General Services; Ada County, ID





Searchable DatabaseSearchable Database

Issue Areas:  
   Global Warming/Climate Change/ 

Air Quality 
   Indoor Air Quality/Pest  

Management/Green Cleaning 
   Green Building – commercial and  

residential 
   Energy Efficiency/Renewable Energy 
   Fleets – alternative fuels and vehicles 
   Transportation 
   Land Use - conservation, trees,  

landscaping, open space  
   Water – conservation and quality 
   Purchasing 
   Waste Management - reduction,  

prevention, recycling 
   Staff Resources – internal audits/inventories,  

trainings, teams, committees, task forces, etc.  

Information Types: 

  Proposals, Resolutions, Ordinances  
and Codes  

  Executive Orders 

  Policies 

  Plans – including analysis reports  
and inventories 

  Programs - including public and  
private incentives, project case studies, etc. 

  Staff Descriptions – including committees,  
task forces, councils, etc.  

  Outreach/Education 

Also search by keyword, county size, and/or state 





PresentationsPresentations

• Presentations available (including county best practices) from 
workshops including: 

• Fueling the County Fleet
• Diversified Power Sources and Renewable Energies
• Green Purchasing and Procurement
• Green Standards and Certifications
• Renewable Energy Forecast
• E-Waste
• Ethanol Debate
• Climate Tools
• Green Jobs and Economy
• Energy Efficiency and Weatherization
• Implementing Green Policies – Codes and Ordinances





For more information…

Julie Ufner
202.942.4269

jufner@naco.org

My Contact InformationMy Contact Information


