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The Honorable Tom Pelham, Secretary

Florida Department of Community Affairs

2555 Shumard Oak Blvd.

Tallahassee, FL  32399-2100

RE:  Everglades Protection draft 1/18/08

Dear Secretary Pelham:

On behalf of the 45 member organizations of the Everglades Coalition, we are writing to express our strongest support for this draft legislation.  We have welcomed and admired your enthusiastic advocacy for better development evaluations by local governments within the Everglades ecosystem.  Without question this emphasis is long overdue and is critical to the ultimate success of Everglades restoration.

We want to express our thanks to you, DEP Secretary Sole, and South Florida Water Management District Executive Director Carol Wehle, for coordinating your efforts to bring better comprehensive planning and growth management oversight to the Everglades.  All of our organizations stand ready to assist you all as you move this draft into bill form for consideration by the 2008 Legislature.

In an effort to be inclusive of the areas impacted by this good draft, we do suggest that the following language be inserted to ensure that the Kissimmee River system is also included:

163.3177(6)(d) Conservation Element.—

By December 31, 2009, local governments lying in whole or in part, within or adjacent to the Everglades Protection Area as described in s. 373.4592, or within the Kissimmee River system, Lake Okeechobee watershed, the Caloosahatchee River watershed or the St. Lucie River watershed as those areas are described in s. 373.4595, shall amend their comprehensive plans to adopt goals, objectives and policies that further the restoration and protection of the Everglades ecosystem. These amendments must be supported by an analysis of consistency with the Everglades Forever Act (s. 373.4592), the Northern Everglades and Estuaries Protection Program (s. 373.4595), and the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan as defined in 373.470(2)(b).
Again, thank you for your efforts, and please let us know what we can do to see this good legislation move forward.

Sincerely,
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