
Update For River of Grass Coalition Stakeholders

As a River of Grass Coalition stakeholder, it is important for you to understand the complexity of the scope of pending projects to restore the famed River of Grass. 
The world's largest ecosystem restoration project requires an intense focus on proper planning, research and collaboration. Individual engineering, construction and scientific initiatives are all incorporated into a comprehensive plan that provide indicators which help chart progress as work on restoring this fragile ecosystem continues. Restoration is needed to sustain economic well-being and create jobs, protect the water supply for more than 7 million people and ensure that America's Everglades remains a destination of wonder and discovery for generations to come.

Here is a status update on several "shovel-ready" projects that have received Federal economic stimulus funds.

Picayune Merritt Station - Build Pump Station -- This initiative includes more than $40 million targeted for an Everglades restoration project that rehydrates and restores critical habitat for species such as the Florida panther and bald cypress. 
· Projected award October 2009

· Projected completion September 2012
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Project (CERP) L-31 Pilot - Completion of Pilot Construction -- This $7.269 million seepage control initiative is critical to determine the appropriate amount of wet season groundwater flow to return to Everglades National Park, to minimize potential impacts to Western Miami-Dade County water well field and flows to Biscayne Bay.  Data collected from the Pilot project will be used to calibrate a regional model that will improve the understanding of the regional impacts of seepage management used on a larger scale.
· Projected award May 2010

· Projected completion Jan 2011
Melaleuca Eradication – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has secured funds to construct a Mass Rearing Facility at the USDA Quarantine Facility in Davie to breed insects for a Melaleuca eradication program funded at a cost of $2.8 million. The invasive Melaleuca trees have infested a vast expanse of wetland habitat and created a wave of biological pollution. Melaleuca trees spread rapidly, choke out native vegetation and draw much-needed water away from the wetland ecosystem. In order for Everglades restoration to effectively take place, this type of biological pollution needs to be eradicated. 
· Project is pending award date

· Projected completion May 2011
Adaptive Management Assessment and Monitoring -- The following are a series of scientific studies funded at a total cost of $1.1 million that are intended to provide feedback on interrelationships between species and their individual habitats. These projects also provide a window into the ecosystem’s response to future Everglades restoration projects.

        Everglades Marshes Benchmarks – Water Conservation Areas 1, 2, and 3 and Big Cypress National Preserve -- Project establishes a series of benchmarks to allow for better correlations between marsh habitat, ecological communities and hydrologic change with the long-term objective of assessing the performance of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan.
· Award date 6/29/09

· Projected completion 09/30/10

        Epifauna Relationships in Biscayne Bay – Epifauna refers to the small organisms that live on the seafloor or are attached to plants and include organisms ranging from barnacles to bacteria. This project studies the inter-relationships of epifauna and water quality and allows researchers to determine factors impacting these organisms.  
· Award date 07/08/09

· Projected completion 09/30/10

        Juvenile Spotted Seatrout Monitoring in Florida Bay – Juvenile spotted seatrout are endemic throughout Florida Bay and are a popular sport fish whose populations can help indicate variations in water quality. This project studies how the prey species may change in response to environmental parameters and alter the juvenile seatrout population.
· Award date 07/08/09

· Projected completion 09/30/10

        South Florida Seagrass Fish and Invertebrate Assessment Monitoring (FIAN) -- This project will quantify changes and trends in nearshore fish, shrimp and crab communities in South Florida seagrass habitats with the long-term objective of assessing the performance of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan.
· Award date 07/08/09

· Projected completion 09/30/10

South Florida Surface Water Monitoring Network for Support of Monitoring and Assessment Plan (MAP) Projects and Everglades Depth Estimation Network (EDEN) – Provides real-time water-level data with the long-term objective of assessing the performance of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan.  This project will improve the reliability, usefulness and timeliness of the data.
· Award date 07/08/09

· Projected completion 09/30/10

        Survey of Benthic Habitat in Biscayne Bay – This project assesses the species richness, biomass, and distribution of the macro algal community in Biscayne Bay with the long-term objective of assessing the performance of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan.
· Award date 07/08/09

· Projected completion 09/30/10

        Everglades Marshes Benchmarks – Everglades National Park – Project establishes a series of benchmarks to allow for better correlations between marsh habitat, ecological communities and hydrologic change with the long-term objective of assessing the performance of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan.
· Award date 08/25/09

· Projected completion 09/30/10

Northern Estuaries Benthic Mapping – Benthic mapping charts the depth, grain size, and features (oysters, submerged aquatic vegetation) of the estuary floor in the St. Lucie estuary, Caloosahatchee estuary, Loxahatchee estuary and Lake Worth Lagoon with the long-term objective of assessing the performance of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan.
· Award date 9/29/09
· Projected completion 09/30/10      
For more information, contact the United States Army Corps of Engineers Jacksonville District Office at (904) 232-2236.
