


e A significant and troubling precedent will be set by allowing a government sponsored
enterprise (GSE) to curtail the authority of local governments to levy taxes in pursuit of a
public purpose. PACE programs utilize tax assessments, not loans. Special tax
assessment districts are commonly used tools of local governments in California to fund
everything from sidewalks to sewer systems. By law, these tax assessments have senior
lien status to mortgages. If Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac are able to shut down PACE
programs, 37,000 other special assessment districts in the United States may also be at
risk.

e The Lender Letters will undoubtedly impact the relationship of homeowners and their
lender to the detriment of the homeowner. This affects more than one thousand
homeowners in California — in Sonoma County, Palm Desert and Berkeley.

PACE financing is an innovative means to create jobs, reduce energy bills and dramatically cut
greenhouse gas emissions. It is estimated that capturing just 10% of potential greenhouse gas
reductions through PACE could result in a 220 megaton cut in CO, emissions annually. Even
modest implementation of PACE programs could create 160,000 green jobs in the United States.
And because PACE-financed energy efficiency measures would cut consumers’ utility bills, they
would generate average homeowner savings of $5,000-$14,000 over the lifetime of the benefits.

The White House PACE Policy Framework was designed with the clear knowledge of the
challenging times for homeowners, mortgage lenders, and the GSEs. The net result is that
programs following White House best practices are designed to increase borrower strength while
creating no significant risk for mortgage holders.

The Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac letters appear to assert that homeowners are in default of their
mortgages if they finance energy improvements with PACE. These Lender Letters were
particularly surprising since Federal, state, and local governments have engaged in a dialogue
with lenders and other stakeholders over the past year to eliminate undue risk. Most programs
are using federal ARRA funds and incorporating the White House Policy Framework — which
help ensure that the borrower’s cash flow increases so that mortgage default risk is reduced.
Analysis of these programs has found that PACE financing creates less than $200 of seniority
risk per home for the GSE’s.

We are prepared to work with you to help fulfill the promise of PACE, while protecting lenders
and property owners.

Sincerely,
MIKE THOMPSON LYNN WOOLSEM
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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