
Sonoma County
Energy Independence Program



Benefits of the Program

• GHG reduction
• Save money by saving energy 
• Stimulates our local economy and creates 

GREEN jobs
• Save our local resources



SCEIP opened on March 25th, 2009.

Over 1,000 projects already completed.

Over 44 million dollars in applications for efficiency upgrades!

Leverage the Power of AB 811

Reduce emissions and create jobs; we’re all in it together.



Why Water Conservation?

20% of energy used in California



Why Water Conservation?

Outdoor Water Use

• Irrigation is the single 
largest end use of water 
in urban sectors

• Irrigation typically 
accounts for 50% or more 
of the total water used in 
many California homes 
and businesses.



Why Energy Efficiency?
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Why Energy Efficiency?

What is a retrofit?

• Evaluates building energy use
• Identifies energy-savings 

opportunities
• Prepares plan to meet property 

owner goals
• Implements plan with energy 

efficiency team
• Verifies energy performance
• Applies to single 

family/multifamily homes and 
commercial buildings



• PGE on-line self 
analyzer tool

• Home / Building 
Performance Audit

• Utility Company on-
site energy evaluation

• Commercial 
Engineering Grade 
Audit

Reduce THEN Produce



Who is Eligible for SCEIP?

• Legal owner(s) of property: res & comm

• Current on all liens against the property

• Current on property taxes

• No Bankruptcy

• No involuntary liens on the property

• Less than 10% value of the property

• Less than 100% lien to value ratio

• Within geographical boundaries

8 Eligibility Requirements



Required Attachments
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Assessments
• An assessment is an added 

item on your property tax bill

• Often confused with re-assessing 
the property

• Paid twice a year with the 
property taxes

• Remain with the property for 
up to 20 years. 

• Does not impact the credit 
score of the property owner. 

• If the house is sold, the 
assessment remains with the 
property.



Return
Signed
TILA *

Title
Search

Notice of 
Application

Approval

Contract 
Signing

~ 3 Week
Approval 
Process

<$60k

Three Day
Right of 

Rescission

* TILA = Truth in Lending Disclosure Agreement
** Days = County Business Days

Begin
Work

Lien Placement

Up to 90 Days for 
Project Completion

Project
Complete

Final
Inspection

Minimum of 
5 Days **

Before the End 
of the Month

Title
Check

Notice to Proceed

1st Day** 
of the Month 

after 3PM

Interest
begins

Application Approved

Attachments
Disbursement

Average 2 Months

Submit
Completed
Application

and Required

Make an
Appointment 

to Sign the
Contract

Deadline to Submit Request for Disbursement
For Payment on the 1st Day** 

of the Following Month

Typical Timeline



$100 Million in Funding
Current Applications in Dollars



Project Types
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Lighting
Sealing or Insulation
HVAC
Water Efficiency
Windows & Doors
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Solar Thermal
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• Energy Efficiency & 
Renewables
– Sealing and insulation
– High-efficiency windows 
– High-efficiency HVAC
– Cool Roofs
– Photovoltaic (PV)

• Water Conservation
– Tankless water heaters
– Low-flow devices
– Rain cisterns
– Smart irrigation systems

Bringing Jobs to the County



Storefront and Website



SCEIP
404 Aviation Boulevard, Suite 200 
Santa Rosa, California 95403
FAX (707) 524-3769

energyinfo@sonomacountyenergy.org  
www.sonomacountyenergy.org

(707) 521-6200

Questions?
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