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Legends® feeds are fortified by Kentucky Equine 
Research to meet your horse’s individual needs. For 
feeding advice or to create a custom ration, visit 
microsteed.com/legends. Visit ker.com/legends to 
read the latest in equine nutrition and health and 
subscribe to the Equinews® newsletter presented 
by Legends® Feeds.   

Photo credit: SportFot

                                 VISIT US AT LEGENDSHORSEFEED. COM

HORSE FEED. 
DEFINED.

Our Legends® 
Supplements are 

additives which have 
been developed 

to supplement the 
nutritional demands 
of a wide variety 
of dietary needs.

©2020 Cargill, Incorporated. All rights reserved.

http://legendshorsefeed.com
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Equine professionals 
with a passion for risk 
management

For over 80 years, we 
have been managing the 
insurance needs of affluent 
individuals, their companions 
and businesses.

Contact 
Joe Norick   
P: 561 346 900 
E: joe.norick@alliant.com

www.alliantprivateclient.com

http://www.alliantprivateclient.com
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http://www.marsequestrian.com
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This year, virtually every aspect of our world has 
changed in ways we could have never foreseen.  The 
Washington International Horse Show (WIHS) presented 
by MARS Equestrian™ has had to adapt and rethink 
tradition to find the safest possible path forward in 
support of our loyal competitors and those who make a 
living in the sport. We are pleased that through a special 

collaboration between WIHS, the Pennsylvania National Horse Show (PNHS), US Equestrian 
(USEF), and Tryon International Equestrian Center (TIEC), WIHS will look very different this 
year, but will still offer the same level of prestige and achievement as in the past.  

I would like to personally thank all those involved for persevering through the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic to put a plan in place to host the WIHS Equitation and Pony Equitation 
Finals, and WIHS Children’s and Adult Championships at TIEC October 21-25, 2020. While 
qualified riders for WIHS will have their moments to shine, a great tradition will also continue 
in 2020. We are proud to have the 62nd President’s Cup Grand Prix presented by MARS 
Equestrian™ take place at TIEC as a CSI4* grand prix event.  

A show like WIHS depends on the support of many, especially in a year filled with so much 
uncertainty. After pledging support as the presenting sponsor of WIHS in 2019, MARS 
Equestrian™ stepped up to renew their support for 2020, and will also become the presenting 
sponsor of the President’s Cup Grand Prix. Such enthusiasm, cooperation, and commitment 
from MARS Equestrian™, the WIHS Board of Directors, and all of our sponsors is appreciated 
beyond words. 

The horse show world – like the rest of the world – had to adapt, but thanks to efforts by so 
many individuals, organizations, and governing bodies, WIHS is well positioned to go forward. 
In addition, horse sport fans will still be able to watch WIHS competition thanks to full live 
stream coverage on USEF Network.

The health and safety of WIHS exhibitors, staff, and sponsors are top priority for WIHS in 
this unprecedented year. Safety protocols will be enacted to provide as contactless and safe an 
experience as possible, including a single entry point to TIEC, temperature checks, mandatory 
masks, social distancing enforcement, as well as online entry and check-in procedures.

None of this would be possible without dedicated board members, partners, staff, and friends 
of WIHS contributing their special talents and passion to make this show a success, despite the 
challenges we all continue to face. I wish our competitors the best of luck this year, and look 
forward to many more years to come!

WELCOME 
from  

The WIHS President

Victoria Lowell, WIHS President



Currently closed to spectators. Competition calendar: Tryon.com/compete
828.863.1000 | 4066 Pea Ridge Road, Mill Spring, NC 28756

Free access to top equestrian sport at 
Tryon.com/Streaming

http://tryon.com/streaming
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 Updated 08/25/2020

EVERYTHING YOU NEED  
TO KNOW AT-A-GLANCE!

WELCOME TO WIHS AT
TRYON INTERNATIONAL 

EQUESTRIAN CENTER

Online Entries Only 
entries.showmanagementsystem.com

ENTRIES CLOSE SEPTEMBER 15, 2020

Delta Discount Code to Charlotte, NC 
WIHS Meeting Event Code: NMUHK. Book Flights.

Hotel and Cabin Options

Stabling Information Sent with Acceptance Emails

WIHS Official Photographer 
Shawn McMillen Photography

No Spectators

TIEC COVID-19 Policy

WATCH THE LIVE STREAM
USEFNetwork.com  | Tryon.com/streaming

  

I N T E R A C T I V E  L I N K S

http://entries.showmanagementsystem.com
http://www.delta.com
https://tryon.coth.com/page/lodging-online-booking
http://shawnmcmillenphotography.com
http://shawnmcmillenphotography.com
https://tryon.com/article/tryon-resort-covid-19-action-plan
http://Tryon.com/streaming
http://Tryon.com/streaming
http://Tryon.com/streaming
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TRIM: 5.5” X 8.5” • BLEED: 5.75” X 8.75”

A PROUD SPONSOR OF THE

WE CONGRATULATE ALL THE
HORSES AND RIDERS COMPETING IN
THIS PRESTIGIOUS SPORTING EVENT

©2020 DISCOVERY, INC.

http://discovery.com


WIHS Championships Prize List H October 21-25, 2020 H Tryon International Equestrian Center H Mill Spring, NC 7

Our sincerest appreciation to our generous sponsors and supporters who  
make it possible to host the Washington International Horse Show. Thank you!

SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS

DIAMOND 

Mars Equestrian 

PLATINUM 

Discovery

GOLD 

The Gochman Family

Gotham North

Nia and Collin McNeil

SILVER 

The Clothes Horse 

Crystal, Alliant Private Client 

Delta Air Lines

BRONZE

Marley Bunce

Archibald Cox & Brookway Stables

Angelique Famulak

The Fout Family/The Dun Foundation

Claudia Frost  

The Gierkink Family, Kadley Farm

Juleanna Glover

Susanne Gordon 

Kim Gottwald

Brianne Goutal-Marteau 

Windi Grimes

BRONZE (CONT.)

Great American Insurance

Bridget Hallman

Lisa Hennessy

Katherine Kaneb

Kathryn Dickey Karol

The Lignelli Family

Leslie Kopp

Victoria Lowell

Lindsay Maxwell

Elizabeth Miller 

Rita Norton

Laura & Ed Pennington

The Peterson Family Foundation

Anne & Dick Poulson

Elizabeth Sawyer Press

Bill Rube

Signature Academics 

Barbara & Donald Tober

Travelers

Evelyn Treacy

Nilani Trent

Heather Wingate

BENEFACTOR 

EQUUS Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest M. Oare

US Equestrian

 Updated 08/24/2020

https://corporate.discovery.com/
https://www.delta.com/
https://www.usef.org/
https://alliantprivateclient.com/
http://marsequestrian.com


Lafitte De Muze
EQUUS Foundation
Equine Ambassador

Owned by Cheryl Olsten
 Ridden by Amanda Steege

© Shawn McMillen Photography

F O U N D A T I O N

Where They Go 
Next is Up to Us
The EQUUS Foundation is 
dedicated to putting an end to the 
abuse, neglect and slaughter of 
America’s horses and sharing the 
magic and power of horses with as 
many people as possible.

Equine Ambassadors
Our Equine Ambassadors are 
sport horses whose owners donate 
a portion of their winnings in 
equestrian sport competitions to 
help increase opportunities for 
America’s at-risk and transitioning 
horses to continue to thrive as 
athletes, companions, teachers 
and healers.. 

There’s no greater gift you can give 
than to have your equine partner 
safeguard the future of America’s 
horses  as an EQUUS Foundation 
Equine Ambassador.

Learn More
equusfoundation.org/ambassadors

Follow Us
instagram.com/EQUUSFoundation
facebook.com/EQUUSFoundation
twitter.com/EQUUSFoundation

For the Love of Horses
The EQUUS Foundation is the only national 
animal welfare charity in the United States 
100% dedicated to protecting America’s horses 
and strengthening the bond between horses 
and people.

http://equusfoundation.org/ambassadors
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CHAIRMAN  Anne Poulson • Washington, DC

PRESIDENT  Victoria Lowell • Lexington, KY

VICE PRESIDENT  Claudia Wilson Frost • Houston, TX

VICE PRESIDENT  Kathryn Dickey Karol • Alexandria, VA

VICE PRESIDENT  Lauren Peterson • Middleburg, VA 

VICE PRESIDENT  Evelyn Liu Treacy • Needham, MA

SECRETARY/ TREASURER  Marley Bunce • Laytonsville, MD

Archie Cox • Los Angeles, CA 

Angelique Famulak • Wellington, FL 

Virginia Fout • Los Angeles, CA

Tia Gierkink • Lexington, MA 

Juleanna Glover • Washington, DC

Becky Gochman • Palm Beach, FL

Susanne Gordon • Statesville, NC

Kim Gottwald • Richmond, VA

Brianne Goutal-Marteau • New York, NY

Windi Grimes • Houston, TX

Bridget Hallman • Wellington, FL

Lisa Hennessy • Bedford, NY

Katherine Kaneb • Wellington, FL

Leslie Kopp • Bethany Beach, DE

Lindsay Maxwell • Beverly Hills, CA

Virginia Judson McNeil • Chester Springs, PA

Elizabeth Miller • New York, NY 

Rita Norton • Falls Church, VA

Laura N. Pennington • Washington, DC

Elizabeth Sawyer Press • New York, NY

Bill Rube • Merchantville, NJ

Nilani Trent • West Palm Beach, FL

Heather Wingate • McLean, VA

Directors Emeriti

Gregory W. Gingery • Rockville, MD

Melissa McGee Keshishian • Washington, DC

Juliet W. Reid • Washington, DC

STAFF 
Executive Director • Mary Helen Shaughnessy

Show Manager • David Distler

Senior Director Marketing & Publications • Linda Macklin

Operations Director • Elizabeth Mellen

Director of Finance • Sue Harada

Management Consultant • Evan Phinney

Project Coordinator • Lara McPherson

Sport Development Consultant • Caitlin Lane

Equestrian Media • Jennifer Wood, Lindsay Brock, Jump Media LLC

Interns • Charlotte Bassow, Nicole Butchko, Reilly Canard, Evie Stettin

 Updated 08/24/2020
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Horse Show

September 25 - October 4

• $25,000 WCHR Professional Challenge
          Sponsored by the Gochman Family

• $25,000 Green Hunter 
     North American Championships 
          Sponsored by the Wheeler Family

• $10,000 WCHR Professional Finals

• Equitation Weekend
          Presented by Bigeq.com

• Ariat National Adult Medal Finals

• THIS National Children’s Medal Finals

• Palm Beach International Academy
    Junior Equitation Championship

• EMO Insurance Agency/USHJA 
     3’3” Jumping Seat Medal Finals 

• NAL Hunter & Jumper Finals

capitalchallenge.org
Artwork by Sharon Lynn Campbell

[Jeff Gogul & Maverick ]

presented by World Equestrian Center

Watch the
action live on

USEF Network              
presented by 

Mars Equestrian

The Capital Challenge 

http://capitalchallenge.org
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For all of your marketing and publicity needs.

Ad Design and Photography by Jump Media

jumpmediallc.com | info@jumpmediallc.com

Jump Media-WIHS-Prize List-2020.indd   1Jump Media-WIHS-Prize List-2020.indd   1 2020-07-27   2:47 PM2020-07-27   2:47 PM

http://jumpmediallc.com


MARS-106C

Learn more at BuckeyeNutrition.com

RESTORE THE CORE. 
Introducing ULTIMATE RECOVERYTM – A supplement for  
performance horses. 

 Targeted to support faster muscle and tissue recovery   
 for all intensities of work 

 Branched-chain amino acids to support optimum muscle repair 

 Pre- and probiotics to support a balanced hindgut under  
 stress from training, competition and travel 

 Electrolytes to aid in rehydration and recovery

MARS187 UR_5.5x8.5_106C.indd   1MARS187 UR_5.5x8.5_106C.indd   1 7/27/20   11:30 AM7/27/20   11:30 AM

http://buckeyenutrition.com
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Washington International Horse Show

SPECIAL COMPETITION

USEF Jumping Level 3

1300 L Street NW, Suite 201, Washington, DC 20005
Tel: 202-525-3679 • Fax: 202-525-3686 • wihs.org • info@wihs.org

Washington International Horse Show Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, charitable organization.

Pictured on the cover:  
Laura Wasserman’s Boss,  

WIHS Grand Champion Hunter (2015);  
Small Junior Hunter Champion (2017-2019). 

Painting by WIHS Official Artist  
Sharon Lynn Campbell. 

MARS-106C

Learn more at BuckeyeNutrition.com

RESTORE THE CORE. 
Introducing ULTIMATE RECOVERYTM – A supplement for  
performance horses. 

 Targeted to support faster muscle and tissue recovery   
 for all intensities of work 

 Branched-chain amino acids to support optimum muscle repair 

 Pre- and probiotics to support a balanced hindgut under  
 stress from training, competition and travel 

 Electrolytes to aid in rehydration and recovery

MARS187 UR_5.5x8.5_106C.indd   1MARS187 UR_5.5x8.5_106C.indd   1 7/27/20   11:30 AM7/27/20   11:30 AM

http://wihs.org
mailto:info%40wihs.org?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/wihs/
https://twitter.com/wihs?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=washington%20international%20horse%20show
https://www.youtube.com/user/WashingtonHorseShow
https://www.pinterest.com/wihs/
http://buckeyenutrition.com


856.829.8460

TheClothesHorse.com

http://theclotheshorse.com
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TIME SCHEDULE
All classes will be streamed live on USEF Network and Tryon.com

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21

 Grand Hunter Ring - Afternoon

 190 WIHS Children’s Hunter Championship 

 192 WIHS Adult Hunter Championship 

 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22 

Tryon Stadium - Morning

 186 WIHS Children’s Jumper Championship

 188 WIHS Adult Jumper Championship

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23 

Grand Hunter Ring - Afternoon

 181 WIHS Equitation Finals - Hunter Phase

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24 

Tryon Stadium – Morning

 181 WIHS Equitation Finals – Jumper Phase

 181 WIHS Equitation Finals – Final Work-Off (Prior to 2:00 p.m. Grand Prix)

	 v WIHS Equitation Finals Championship Presentation 

Tryon Stadium – Afternoon 

 2:00 p.m. WIHS President’s Cup Grand Prix CSI4* Presented by MARS Equestrian™

  For the President’s Cup Grand Prix only: This class is run through Tryon’s 

  Fall Series - Fall 6. Entries must be completed through Tryon’s show 

  system at www.tryon.com

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25 

Pony Ring – Morning   

 185 WIHS Pony Equitation Finals

 

NOTE: Class schedule is tentative and subject to change. Visit wihs.org for updates.

COMPETITION RINGS
All competition/riding rings have all-weather footing that consists of sand 

and synthetic material mixture and draining system. 

Ring Size: Rings 1-4: 178’x390’ each; Tryon Stadium: 310’x250’; Rings 6/7: 

370’x420’, Ring 8: 150’x691’; International Arena: 260’x325’; Longeing 

Area: 420’x115’.

http://www.tryon.com


http://www.shawnmcmillen.com
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JUDGES & OFFICIALS
Show Manager
David Distler ......................................................................................................................Wellington, FL

Entry Services
Brett Waters, Show Secretary .............................................................................................Ocala, FL

Jon Kassel, Computer Services ..................................................................................Barrington, IL

Course Designers
Anthony D’Ambrosio, Jumper ...................................................................................Red Hook, NY

Skip Bailey, Hunter ...........................................................................................West Palm Beach, FL

Equitation Judges
Jimmy Torano ...................................................................................................................Wellington, FL

Robin Rost-Brown ..................................................................................................Sussex County, NJ

Erynn Ballard  .............................................................................................Tottenham, Ontario, CAN

Nicole Shahinian-Simpson ..........................................................................................Wellington, FL

Steward
Donna Rocchetti, USEF.............................................................................................................Falls, PA

Stabling/Feed and Bedding (TIEC)
828-863-1003 ................................................................................................................................Tryon, NC

All stabling must be done through acceptance emails. Do not contact Tryon Stabling prior to 

receiving an acceptance email.

TIEC Official Veterinary
Anne Baskett/Tryon Equine ................................................................................................Tryon, NC

TIEC Official Farrier
Jack Montgomery.....................................................................................................................Tryon, NC

 

Management reserves the right to vary this list.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Entries/Qualifying: Brett Waters, Show Secretary, 202-679-5660, WIHSsecretary@wihs.org

Enter Online: http://entries.showmanagementsystem.com

Stabling (TIEC): 828-863-1003

All stabling must be done through acceptance emails. Do not contact Tryon Stabling prior 
to receiving an acceptance email. 

Hotels (TIEC): On-site accommodation: Visit tryon.coth.com/page/lodging-online-booking 
or call 828-863-1025.

WIHS Administrative Office: 202-525-3679, info@wihs.org 

mailto:WIHSsecretary%40wihs.org?subject=Entries/Qualifying
http://entries.showmanagementsystem.com
 https://tryon.coth.com/page/lodging-online-booking
mailto:info%40wihs.org?subject=Information%20Request
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WE’VE GOT 
YOU COVERED.
When you're ready to fly, get ready to 
experience a new standard of care. 

http://delta.com
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FLIGHTS

Delta Air Lines is pleased to offer special discounts for the 
Washington International Horse Show. Fly to WIHS on Delta and save 
with special WIHS Meeting Event Code: NMUHK

Please click here to book your flights. 
You may also call Delta Meeting Network® at 1.800.328.1111, Monday–Friday, 7:00 a.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
(CT) and refer to Meeting Event Code NMUHK.   
*There is no service fee for reservations booked and ticketed via the Delta Meeting Network.

ACCOMMODATIONS 

A variety of accommodations is available on 
site in the lodge, cabins, cottages, inn or with 
RV hookups.

Contact  
https://tryon.coth.com/page/lodging-
online-booking or call 828-863-1015. 

TRAVEL & HOTEL

http://Delta.com
https://tryon.coth.com/page/lodging-online-booking
https://tryon.coth.com/page/lodging-online-booking
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TRYON INTERNATIONAL EQUESTRIAN 
CENTER (TIEC) 

ARENA ADDRESS

Tryon International Equestrian Center, 4066 Pea Ridge Rd, Mill Spring, NC 28756

DIRECTIONS TO THE SHOW

FROM ASHEVILLE NC:

Take I-26 E then US 74 E to exit 170 .  Take a right on to Pea Ridge Rd.

At the roundabout, follow signs to TIEC. The showgrounds are on the left.

FROM CHARLOTTE NC:

Take I-85 S to US 74 W to exit 170.  Take a right on to Pea Ridge Rd.

At the roundabout, follow signs to TIEC. The showgrounds are on the left.

LOCAL AIRPORTS

Asheville Regional Airport

61 Terminal Dr #1, Fletcher, NC 28732

828-684-2226

Charlotte Douglas Int’l Airport

5501 Josh Birmingham Pkwy, Charlotte, NC 28208 704.359.4013

Greenville-Spartanburg  Int’l Airport

2000 GSP Drive, Greer, SC 29651

864-877-7426

LOCAL HOSPITALS

Spartanburg Regional Hospital - Level 1 Trauma Center

Distance to Show: 38.1 miles

101 E Wood Rd

Spartanburg, SC  29303

864-560-6000

St. Luke’s Hospital - Hospital with Emergency Services

Distance to Show: 6.5 miles

101 Hospital Drive

Columbus, NC 28722

828-894-3311
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ENTRIES & QUALIFICATIONS
ENTRIES
ENTRIES CLOSE TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2020. 

An application must be submitted for all horses including all horses in the WIHS 
Children’s and Adult Hunter and Jumper Championships, except for WIHS Equitation 
riders, who will receive invitations. 

All competitors and trainers must submit entries electronically through the Show 
Management SystemTM Platform: http://entries.showmanagementsystem.com, with 
which we process entries and communicate with competitors about acceptance status.  
All entries will be charged a $5 non-refundable entry processing fee payable to Show 
Management System™ at the time of submission. This fee applies to all entries.  

Entries submitted after midnight Tuesday, September 15, will not be accepted, with the 
following exception: if a section does not fill, management may accept late entries using the 
alternate qualifying criteria outlined below. 
For Entry Questions, Please Contact: 
WIHSsecretary@wihs.org  
Tel 202-679-5660 

• Submit $155 with your entry ($150 application fee + $5 entry processing fee) for each 
horse entered (non-refundable). 

•  All Health Papers must be with the horses and will be checked upon arrival.  Do not bring 
to office.

 1 - Negative Coggins test within one year.
 2 - Proof of EHV1 and EHV4 vaccinations within 6 months as per USEF Rule GR845 
 3 - Out-of-state horses must have a 30-day interstate health certificate. 
 See page page 24 for details.
•  Each entry form must be signed by the owner, rider, trainer and coach (if applicable). Said 

signature shall constitute verification that the information contained therein is accurate to 
the best of the signer’s knowledge and belief. Any falsification of entry information will 
result in disqualification of the entry and forfeiture of entry and stabling fees.

• Signed US Equestrian Federation Waiver and Release of Liability Form. See page 42 for 
details.

•  USEF measurement cards, amateur certification, and membership cards or copies must 
be provided to the horse show office before numbers will be released. 

QUALIFICATION: The show will limit the number of entries accepted in all sections. 
Qualifying lists will be posted in September on the WIHS website, wihs.org.
• Please see each section/division for the maximum number of horses or ponies allowed 

per rider. You may enter as many horses or ponies as you wish, however, you are 
responsible for complying with the restrictions in each section/division.

• Acceptance letters will be emailed in September to the name and address specified on the 
entry form. Payment in full as billed on the acceptance invoice must be submitted online 
by the specified date; entries not paid in full by that date will not be permitted to show. If 
response to acceptance letter is not received by the date specified in the acceptance letter, 
management will move down the list.

• Non-negotiable checks will disqualify the entry, and the exhibitor will be charged a $150 
collection fee. Exhibitors with outstanding debts to WIHS will not be allowed to compete.

http://entries.showmanagementsystem.com
mailto:WIHSsecretary%40wihs.org%20?subject=Entry%20Question
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Alternate Qualifying Criteria
If the qualifying list is exhausted and spaces are still available in a section, the following 
alternate qualification criteria will be used:
•  Any horse applying for acceptance in a section must have shown in that section within the 

specified qualifying time period but need not necessarily have won points.
•  Horses accepted based on the alternate qualifying criteria must have submitted an entry 

and will be accepted on a first-come-first-served basis.
•  A mandatory office fee of $100 will be assessed for each entry.

APPROXIMATE NUMBER TO BE ACCEPTED
WIHS Equitation .........................................................40
WIHS Pony Equitation ..............................................25
WIHS Children’s Hunters .........................................29
WIHS Children’s Jumpers .......................................25
WIHS Adult Hunters ..................................................29 
WIHS Adult Jumpers ................................................25

CROSS ENTRY RESTRICTIONS
Horses will not be allowed to cross enter into the TEIC Fall series shows the same week they 
are entered to compete in the WIHS Equitation Finals. WIHS Pony Equitation and WIHS 
Adult and Children’s Hunter and Jumper Finals horses and ponies will be permitted to cross 
enter.

SUBSTITUTIONS: No substitution of horses may be made after the announced closing 
of entries. No horse may be withdrawn from competition in the show without permission. 
Exhibitors shall be held responsible for entry fees of all horses entered by them or their 
agents.

START PLANNING NOW TO QUALIFY FOR 2021!

WIHS Children’s and Adult Hunter  
and Jumper Championships 

WIHS Equitation and WIHS Pony Equitation Finals

The qualifying period is September 1, 2020 - August 31, 2021.
More than 600 horse shows nationwide offer  
qualifying classes for WIHS Championships.

Activate your membership, find qualifying shows and see standings at  
www.wihs.org or www.ryegate.com.

WIHS Equitation and WIHS Pony Equitation Finals

$10,000 WIHS Children’s Hunter Championship

$10,000 WIHS Adult Hunter Championship

$10,000 WIHS Children’s Jumper Championship

$10,000 WIHS Adult Jumper Championship

October 26-31, 2021

http://www.wihs.org
http://www.ryegate.com


WIHS Championships Prize List H October 21-25, 2020 H Tryon International Equestrian Center H Mill Spring, NC 23

RULES & REGULATIONS

PRIZE MONEY: Prize money will be mailed within 30 days of the conclusion of the show 
to the owner or designee as listed on the entry form. No prize money will be mailed unless the 
payee’s social security number and complete address are listed on the entry blank.

All prize money and refund checks must be cashed by December 31, 2020.  After that 
date, checks are null and void and will not be re-issued.

REFUND POLICY/SCRATCHES 
Stabling and nominating fees will not be refunded under any circumstances.
Horses entered may be scratched without a veterinarian’s certificate by notifying the show 
secretary in writing via letter, official scratch sheet, etc. in writing via email.
•  If written notification is received prior to 8:00 a.m. EST Wednesday, October 7, 2020, entry 

fee will be refunded less $155 ($150 application fee + $5 entry processing fee).
•  If written notification is received after 8:00 a.m. EST Wednesday, October 7, 2020, but 

prior to 8:00 a.m. EST Saturday, October 10, 2020, one-half of entry fee will be refunded.
•   Unless written notification is received by 8:00 a.m. EST Saturday, October 10, 2020, no 

portion of entries or fees will be refunded. 
•   In the event of a cancellation of the show, WIHS will refund the $150 application fee along 

with any additional payments made before the cancellation date. 

USEF MEMBERSHIP STATEMENT:  
Life, senior active and junior active members shall be eligible to participate in all classes at 
Regular Competitions, Eventing Competitions at the Modified Level or above and Combined 
Driving Competitions at the Advanced Level, Dressage, Reining and Vaulting Competitions 
and Endurance Rides. A non-member may participate as a handler, rider, driver, owner, 
lessee, agent, coach or trainer at Regular Competitions, Eventing Competitions, Dressage 
Competitions, Reining Competitions and Combined Driving Competitions upon payment of 
a $45 Show Pass fee. Participants in the
following classes are exempted from the Requirements of this rule: 1) leadline; 2) exhibitions; 3)
games and races; 4) classes for 4-H members; 5) walk trot (exception: Friesian performance 
FR218) and academy classes (academy classes are classes limited to horses used regularly 
in a lesson program); 6) USDF introductory level tests, pas de deux and quadrille classes; 7) 
NRHA Endorsed Reining Competitions. 8) Opportunity classes, 9) citizens of other nations 
who have proof, in English, of current membership in good standing of their own National 
Federation, 10) USEA beginner novice division; and 11) assistant handlers in Dressage Sport 
Horse Breeding classes.

TIEC MASK POLICY:  
Masks are mandatory onsite at all times, including barns, unless mounted on a horse. 
Temperature checks are mandatory for access to Tryon Resort.

TIEC GROUND ACCESS AND WRISTBAND POLICY:  
All individuals entering the competitions grounds will be required to be credentialed. 
Additional information to complete credentialing forms will be included with acceptance 
packets
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STABLING/FEED & BEDDING:  
The Stabling/Feed Office may be reached at 828-863-1003.
 
WIHS Stabling Fees: $390 Stall/Facility fee includes:  Equine Nighttime Security, COVID-19 
fee, ambulance and medical fee and a facility fee. In addition, all participants at Tryon are 
covered by ShowPlus. 

Stalls: Permanent 10x12 stalls of wood/metal construction and temporary 10x10 stall 
of canvas/metal construction with doors.  Stall flooring is rubber mats over stone dust. 
Locking tack stalls may also be available. 

Stalls are not refundable after the closing date.  

HEALTH REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ENTRY OF HORSES/PONIES
The state of North Carolina requires a Negative Coggins Test within the last 12 months of 
the horse show, a Routine Health Certificate within 30 days for horses crossing into the State, 
and proof of EHV1 and EHV4 vaccination within 6 months as per USEF Rule GR845. All health 
paperwork vaccination must be presented upon arrival. All certificates subject to inspection 
by North Carolina State Board of Health.

MISCELLANEOUS
• Smoking in any part of the stables or Tryon Equestrian International Center is 

prohibited. This rule will be strictly enforced by the Fire Marshal. 
•  Dogs must be leashed at all times and will not be permitted in the arena. Any violation will 

subject the owner to a $100 fine.
• Formal attire is required in all classes. Please check each division’s requirements. All 

individuals entering the ring are to wear proper attire. Approved hard hats must be worn 
at all times while mounted. Riders will not be penalized for choosing to wear a mask while 
mounted or competing. 

• WIHS Management reserves the right to cancel or combine classes that, in the opinion of 
management, have insufficient entries except as prohibited by USEF rules. 

• WIHS Management reserves the right to amend certain terms or conditions within the 
prize list at its sole discretion and to decline any entry, or return any entry fees before or 
during the show, without being liable for damages. 

• WIHS is not responsible for errors, omissions or typographical errors in the prize list. 
• Any act of discourtesy or disobedience to the judges or officials by the owner, rider, trainer, 

coach or groom, shall disqualify the horse, and the owner shall forfeit all fees. 
• Every animal entered shall be under management’s control. 
• Waiver: the Washington International Horse Show Association, Ltd., shall not be responsible 

for any accident, loss, injury or damage to persons or property which may occur to any 
spectator, guest, rider, driver, groom, trainer, attendant or other employee, animal or 
equipment at the Washington International Horse Show and the site of the Washington 
International Horse Show.

• All owners and competitors are personally responsible for damages to third persons 
caused by themselves, their employees, their agents or their horses/ponies. They are 
therefore strongly advised to take out third-party insurance providing full coverage for 
participation in equestrian events at home and abroad, and to keep the policy up to date.
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POLING: 
Manual poling or the use of bamboo off-sets is prohibited at all times while on the Tryon 
International Equestrian Center property or surrounding properties. Violators will be penalized 
with the automatic elimination of the horse involved from the class in which it is participating 
and/or the next succeeding class in which it is entered. The second violation will be cause 
for elimination of the horse involved from the remainder of the show, forfeiting all entry and 
stabling fees. 

USE OF WHIPS: 
Any rider or trainer who uses a whip in a cruel or excessive manner will be immediately 
eliminated from the current and/or next succeeding class in which the horse/rider is entered. 
In the case of further violations by that exhibitor, on the same or different horse, the exhibitor/
horse will be barred from any future classes at WIHS and all entry and stabling fees will be 
forfeited. No rider may carry a whip longer than 30” (75cm) while in the process of jumping 
or schooling over fences.

MOTORIZED VEHICLES: 
Minors who do not have a valid driver’s license which allows them to operate a motorized 
vehicle in the state in which they reside will not be permitted to operate a motorized vehicle of 
any kind, including, but not limited to, golf carts, motorcycles, scooters, or farm utility vehicles, 
on the competition grounds of licensed competitions. Minors who have a valid temporary 
license may operate the above described motorized vehicles as long as they are accompanied 
by an adult with a valid driver’s license. The parent/legal guardian or individual who signs the 
entry blank as a parent or guardian of a minor operating
a motorized vehicle in violation of this rule are solely responsible for any damages, claims, 
losses or actions resulting from that operation. Violations of this rule will be cause for penalties 
against those responsible for the child committing the offense. Wheelchairs and other mobility 
assistance devices for individuals with disabilities are exempt from this rule. The unsafe use 
of personal electronic transport devices, as determined by the competition officials and 
management in their sole discretion, that do not require a driver’s license to operate, including 
but not limited to segways, hover boards, and single wheeled scooters is prohibited on 
competition grounds.

INSURANCE
All owners and competitors are personally responsible for damages to third persons 
caused by themselves, their employees, their agents or their horses.  They are therefore 
strongly advised to take out third-party insurance providing full coverage for participation in 
equestrian events at home and abroad, and to keep the policy up to date.
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We offer                                                            for all
students, from an accredited year-round program to

subject tutoring and college guidance.

Visit www.upperechelonacademy.com or call
(561) 249-6305 for more info

customized academic solutions

http://www.upperechelonacademy.com
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We offer                                                            for all
students, from an accredited year-round program to

subject tutoring and college guidance.

Visit www.upperechelonacademy.com or call
(561) 249-6305 for more info

customized academic solutions

http://www.sharoncampbell.com
http://www.upperechelonacademy.com
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WIHS EQUITATION DIVISION
 
WIHS Equitation and Pony Equitation competitors must be WIHS members in order 
for points to count for the WIHS Equitation Finals at the Tryon International Equestrian 
Center. Visit wihs.org/membership for a WIHS Membership Form, standings, upcoming 
shows and more information.

181 WIHS EQUITATION FINALS
 Invitations will be extended to 40 junior riders — the top 30 riders from the 

East Coast League and the top 10 riders from the West Coast League, who are 
eligible to compete based on their points accumulated at shows starting on or 
after September 1, 2019, through shows starting on or before August 31, 2020. 
Invitation will be emailed in September. Do not enter this class until you have 
received official notification. 

 This class will be conducted in three phases, a hunter phase, a jumper phase and  
a work-off. Horses to jump 3’6” in all phases. The order of go for the first phase 
(hunter) will be drawn. The order for the second phase (jumper) will be in reverse 
standing order of the hunter phase with the winner of the hunter phase competing 
last. The same horse must be used in all phases throughout the class. NO 
EXCEPTIONS. Riders competing in the WIHS Equitation Finals may not compete 
in the WIHS Pony Equitation Finals. Equitation horses may not cross enter into the 
TIEC Fall Series Show in the same week.

Entry fee: $500 Hunter Phase: Medallions, Ribbons 
  Jumper Phase: Ribbons 
  Finalists: Championship Coolers, Ribbons
  Champion: Trophy, Sash

 PROCEDURES FOR WIHS EQUITATION FINALS AT THE TRYON 
INTERNATIONAL EQUESTRIAN CENTER:

 For more information and complete procedures visit  
https://www.wihs.org/wihs-equitation/ 

 Third Phase - The scores from the Hunter & Jumper Phases will be added together 
to determine the ten riders who will participate in the Third Phase. The combined 
score will determine the order of go, with the highest scoring rider competing 
last. In the event of a tie in determining the ten riders for the Third Phase, or the 
order for the Third Phase, the higher score in the Jumper Phase will break any 
ties. These ten riders will change horses. The order of change will be as follows; 
first and second place will switch, third and fourth place will switch, fifth and sixth 
place will switch, seventh and eighth place will switch, ninth and tenth place will 
switch. Once the riders have changed horses for the Third Phase and before the 
first rider in the Third Phase has entered the arena to compete, there will be a 
3-minute period during which riders may work individually on the flat. Should 
any rider feel that the horse on which they will compete in the Third Phase is 
unsound to the extent it will impair the horse’s ability to perform the Third Phase, 
that rider must petition the panel of Judges(s) and Veterinarian(s) who will be 

http://wihs.org/membership
https://www.wihs.org/wihs-equitation/
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available to assess the soundness of any questioned horse. The panel’s decision 
regarding the fitness of a questioned horse to compete will be final. Should a 
horse be declared unfit to compete in the Third Phase, the rider who qualified 
that horse will be eliminated from the Third Phase and automatically placed 
10th. The Show Steward will then draw by lot 1 of the 8 remaining riders (not to 
include the rider who was to ride the eliminated horse in the Third Phase). The 
rider drawn will then change its switched mount with the horse qualified by the 
rider who was switched to the unfit horse. In the event that more than one horse 
is declared unfit to compete, this procedure will be repeated in each instance. 
In the case of multiple eliminated riders due to unsoundness, the combined 
score of the first two rounds of the Finals will determine their final placing. 

 Once the Third Phase begins only two Riders will be permitted in the schooling/
warm-up area at one time. The next Rider in the competition and the one that 
follows. There will be one oxer and one vertical. Each Rider will be permitted to 
jump a total of four fences. Riders in the Third Phase will negotiate the Jumper 
Phase course. There will be neither a starting tone nor a Time Allowed in the Third 
Phase. A score will be given by the judges in the Third Phase, but will not be 
announced until the conclusion of the class. All horses must compete in the same 
equipment (saddles excluded) as in the Second Phase. This includes, but is not 
limited to: bridle, bits, reins, boots. Any ties in the overall after the third phase will 
be broken by the designated tie breaking judges’ panel score in the third phase.

185 WIHS PONY EQUITATION FINALS
Invitations will be extended to the top 25 junior riders who are eligible to compete 
based on their points accumulated at shows starting on or after September 1, 2019, 
through shows starting on or before August 31, 2020. Invitation will be emailed in 
September. Do not enter this class until you have received official notification. 

This class will be conducted as a one-phase competition and a work-off. Ponies 
to jump 2’3” (small), 2’6” (medium) and 3’0” (large). The same pony must be 
used throughout the class. Each pony may be used by one rider only, unless the 
judges request a change. Conventional tack per USEF rules. Riders competing in 
the WIHS Pony Equitation Finals may not compete in the WIHS Equitation Finals. 
Entry fee: $400  Trophy, Sash, Championship Cooler, Ribbons
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WIHS CHILDREN’S & ADULT 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 

PRESENTED BY MARS EQUESTRIANTM

WIHS Children’s and Adult Hunter and Jumper competitors must be 
WIHS members in order for points to count for the WIHS Championships.  
See www.wihs.org or www.ryegate.com for WIHS Membership Form, standings, 
shows and more information. Horses must be entered for WIHS Children’s and 
Adult Hunter and Jumper Championships using the official electronic entry form. 
Entries must be submitted through Show Management System on or before 
Tuesday, September 15, 2020.

WIHS HUNTER CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Presented by MARS EquestrianTM

Entry Fee: $550 for each section. Individual classes may not be entered. Twenty-
nine (29) horse/rider combinations will be accepted, based on points earned in 
WIHS qualifying classes at shows starting on or after September 1, 2019, through 
shows starting on or before August 31, 2020. For the 2020 year, only the top 8 shows 
for each horse/rider combination will count in the standings. Riders are limited 
to showing two horses in the hunter championships. Please refer to page 22 for 
cross entry restrictions. WIHS reserves the right to offer up to one (1) Wild Card 
invitation, which, if used, will be in addition to the 29 accepted entries. All horses 
to be considered for Wild Cards must be entered in the competition and have 
competed in the class during the 2020 competition year. Overall Children’s and 
Adult Hunter Champions at the WIHS Regional Horse Show automatically will qualify 
for the WIHS Hunter Championships.

Starting order will be determined by the final standings at the end of the qualifying 
period with the horse/rider combinations with the fewest points going first. Riders 
qualifying from the WIHS Regional Horse Show will be drawn at the end of the order.

To be judged on performance and soundness; suitability and manners to count. To be 
scored under the open numerical judging system. Each competitor will jump one round 
of approximately 10 fences. The 12 horses/ponies with the highest scores from the first 
round will return to jump a second round. In the event of a tie that affects the selection 
of the top 12, one judge’s score will be designated as the tie breaker. The scores of the 12 
horses/ponies in the second round will be added to their first-round scores and placed 
in order of their total score for the two rounds. Horses/ponies tied for first place only 
will jump a third round over a shortened course. Ties for all other places will remain tied. 
Formal attire required.

To be shown over a course of approximately 10 jumps not to exceed 3’ in height with 
spreads to 3’. Children’s hunter ponies will jump 2’6”; spreads to 2’6”.  

186 $10,000 WIHS CHILDREN’S HUNTER CHAMPIONSHIP 
Open to junior riders who are eligible to compete in the Children’s Hunter section 
as defined by the rules in Zone 3.
$3,000 • $2,200 • $1,500 • $700 • $600 • $500 • $400 • $300 • $200 • $200 • 
$200 • $200
Entry Fee: $500 Trophy, Championship Cooler, Ribbons

http://www.wihs.org
http://www.ryegate.com
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187 $10,000 WIHS ADULT AMATEUR HUNTER CHAMPIONSHIP
Open to amateur riders who are eligible to compete in the Adult Amateur Hunter 
section as defined by the rules in Zone 3.
$3,000 • $2,200 • $1,500 • $700 • $600 • $500 • $400 • $300 • $200 • $200 • 
$200 • $200
Entry Fee: $500 Trophy, Championship Cooler, Ribbons

WIHS JUMPER CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Presented by MARS EquestrianTM

Entry Fee: $550 for each section. Individual classes may not be entered. 
Twenty-five (25) horse/rider combinations will be accepted, based on points earned in 
WIHS qualifying classes at shows starting on or after September 1, 2019, through shows 
starting on or before August 31, 2020. For the 2020 year, only the top 8 shows for each 
horse/rider combination will count in the standings. Riders are limited to showing two 
horses in the jumper championships. Horses may not compete in any other class at 
WIHS. WIHS reserves the right to offer up to two (2) Wild Card invitations which, if 
used, will be in addition to the 25 horses in this section. All horses to be considered 
for Wild Cards must be entered in the competition and have competed in the class 
during the 2020 competition year. Overall Children’s and Adult Jumper Champions 
at the WIHS Regional Horse Show automatically will qualify for the WIHS Jumper 
Championships.

Starting order will be determined by the final standings at the end of the qualifying 
period with the horse/rider combinations with the fewest points going first. Riders 
qualifying from the WIHS Regional Horse Show will be drawn at the end of the order. 

The classes will be run under Table II, Sec. 2(a). Time First Jump-Off. The first round 
and first jump-off, if any, are decided by adding together the faults incurred over the 
course and any penalties for exceeding the time allowed. In the event of equality of 
faults after the first round, there will be one jump-off for the first place in which time 
will decide in the event of equality of faults. Time in the first round will decide between 
horses tied for other than first place. To be shown over a course of approximately 10 
jumps. Horses to jump 1.15m.

For more information, please visit https://www.wihs.org/wihs-championships/

188 $10,000 WIHS CHILDREN’S JUMPER CHAMPIONSHIP
Open to junior riders who are eligible to compete in the Children’s Jumper section 
as defined by the rules in Zone 3.
$2,250 • $1,800 • $1,300 • $800 • $700 • $650 • $650 • $650 • $600 • $600
Entry Fee: $550 Trophy, Championship Cooler, Ribbons

189 $10,000 WIHS ADULT AMATEUR JUMPER CHAMPIONSHIP
Open to amateur riders who are eligible to compete in the Adult Amateur Jumper 
section as defined by the rules in Zone 3.
$2,250 • $1,800 • $1,300 • $800 • $700 • $650 • $650 • $650 • $600 • $600
Entry Fee: $550 Trophy, Championship Cooler, Ribbons

Mars_Green_RGB (0-215-185)

Mars_Blue_RGB (0-0-160)

https://www.wihs.org/wihs-championships/
http://www.marsequestrian.com


W A S H I N G T O N

Laura Kraut  
and Fleurette

INTERNATIONAL

H O R S E  S H O W

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2020    MILL SPRING, NC    2PM

TRYON INTERNATIONAL EQUESTRIAN CENTER
WIHS PRESIDENT’S CUP GRAND PRIX CSI4*

PRESENTED BY
™

http://www.wihs.org
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PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES PERPETUAL CUP 
Donated to Washington 
International Horse Show by 
Jacqueline Kennedy in 1961.

2019 FLEURETTE, Laura Kraut USA .........................................Barb and David Roux, St. Bride’s Farm

2018 BREITLING LS, Beezie Madden USA ..........................................................................Abigail Wexner

2017  DSARIE, Beat Mändli SUI ........................................................................Grant Road Partners GMBH

2016  OHLALA, Lauren Hough USA..............................................................Ohlala Group/Lauren Hough

2015  EMERALD, Harrie Smolders NED ................................................... Axel Verlooy/Eurohorse BVBA

2014 HH CARLOS Z, McLain Ward USA .............................................................................. Double H Farm

2013 BLUE ANGEL, Kent Farrington USA ............................................................................... Robin Parsky

2012 CYLANA, Reed Kessler USA ..............................................................................................Reed Kessler

2011 CARLO 273, Nick Skelton GBR ...........................................................................Beverly Widdowson

2010 SAPPHIRE, McLain Ward USA ...........................................McLain Ward & Blue Chip Bloodstock

2009 ALASKA, Todd Minikus USA ........................................................................................... Callie Seaman

2008 SAPPHIRE, McLain Ward USA ...........................................McLain Ward & Blue Chip Bloodstock

2007 BLACK ICE, Jill Henselwood CAN .....................................................................................Stacie Ryan

2006 EXQUIS OLIVER Q, Harrie Smolders NED .................................... ....Team Exquis & Axel Verlooy

2005 MADISON, Kent Farrington USA ......................................................................................Alexa Weeks

RECENT WINNERS

PRESIDENT’S CUP GRAND PRIX CSI4*

Saturday, Oct 24 - 2:00 p.m.  |  Tryon International Equestrian Center
Streaming live from Tryon.  Available on USEF Network and Tryon.com/Streaming

This class is held as a part of Tryon Fall Series 6 and all entries will be done  

through TIEC show system. Entry information will soon be available online.

PRESENTED BY

https://www.usef.org/network
http://Tryon.com/Streaming
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WIHS REGIONAL HORSE SHOW

USHJA ZONE 3 CHAMPIONSHIP

October 15-18, 2020
Morven Park International Equestrian Center    Leesburg, VA

Entries close Monday, October 5.  
Visit WIHS.org/wihs-regional for prize list and more. 

Qualify for WIHS Championships    Laura Pickett Excellence in Horsemanship Award

http://WIHS.org/wihs-regional
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http://signatureacademics.com
mailto:equinefinancial%40gmail.com?subject=


                         Celebrating our 16th year 
covering the hunter/jumper world.

http://theplaidhorse.com


SPORTS THERAPIST
to National Equitation, Hunter and Grand Prix Winners

Available at many major horse shows or by telephone

phone: 631-361-7828 • fax: 631-361-9455

Marjorie B. Sugarman
LCSW-R, BCD, CHT, CMH, Board Certified

 Enhance performance through mind/body techniques

Sports Psychology • Visualization
Imagery • Psychotherapy

MargieSugarmanAd-01  4/24/14  10:38 AM  Page 1



let sidelines trot right
to your front door!

Sidelines is devoted to the people and personalities that make the horse world exciting.
www.sidelinesnews.com

Only 

$9.95
Visit our website 

to subscribe!

http://www.sidelinesnews.com
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Healing The emerging profession of equine sports medicine and rehabilitation utilizes innovative therapy methods. BY ELIZABETH ILIFF PRAX

S tall rest. It’s one of the most dreaded terms in the 
horse world, and yet it’s been the go-to solution for healing horse injuries for years. However, thanks to a new field known as equine sports medicine and rehabilitation, stall rest is finally becoming a thing of the past. Drawing on knowl-

edge and techniques from human physical therapy as well as a 
deeper understanding of equine physiology and biomechanics, 
this growing profession, often referred to as equine rehab (not 
to be confused with the general rehabilitation services rescue fa-
cilities provide for neglected and abandoned equines), provides 
evidence-based treatments for horses suffering from musculo-

skeletal and neuromuscular conditions. In layman’s terms, that means it offers scientifically proven ways to help horses heal from physical injuries and conditions that inhibit their comfort and performance.
Equine rehab complements veterinary medicine much the 

way that human physical therapy complements human medi-
cine. Its methods are used to diagnose and treat both chronic 
conditions, like back pain, and acute injuries and lamenesses. 
They also help to speed up surgical recoveries. Certified equine 
rehab professionals can address anything from tendon and 
ligament injuries to restricted joint mobility, bone and tissue 
healing, inflammation, neurological conditions, injury preven-
tion and even the effects of aging.Andy Kaneps, DVM, diplomate of the American College of 
Veterinary Surgeons and the American College of Veterinary 
Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation, believes this new field is 
filling a void in the horse world: “In human physical therapy, 

  Aquatherapy is 
a common method 
used for horses 
recovering from 
an injury. 
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Inside a session from the Old Master SeriesBY BETH BAUMERT • PHOTOS BY ANDREA DUCKWORTH

I t was September—time for the Old Master Series that is a regular occasion at Anke Ott Young’s Avalon Farm in North Salem, New York—and the great German educator Hubertus Schmidt was featured. The mission of the Old Master Se-
ries is for masters to share their wealth of knowledge gained through 
their lengthy riding and training careers. Schmidt has ridden 77 horses 
who have placed in the Grand Prix and 50 of those he started himself. 
That’s a lot of experience! Young makes these events free to auditors, 
and proceeds gathered from a silent auction, a raffle and donations go 
to the Norma Pfriem Breast Care Center. Here are 14 tips worth sharing from Schmidt’s training sessions:

David Collins demonstrates an ideal frame with relaxation and swing in the collected trot. He rides Bojing, a 10-year-old Intermediaire gelding by Benetton Dream/Weltmeyer.
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14 Tips from       German Olympian      Hubertus Schmidt
Healing 
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An amateur eventer learns to have 

faith in horses and, ultimately, in herself.

BY EMILY DAILY

T
he spectators who gathered ringside were 

silent as Frankie Thieriot Stutes and Chatwin 

entered the arena. The overnight leaders in 

the 2018 Dutta Corp. Fair Hill International 

CCI*** had more than a rail to spare in 

their show-jumping round. As Stutes and the 

rangy, jet-black gelding galloped through the finish line at last 

October’s competition in Elkton, Maryland, the crowd erupted 

into cheers while she pumped her fist in triumph. The amateur 

eventer, mother and entrepreneur from Occidental, California, 

had traveled across the country with her quirky but talented horse 

to win the U.S. Equestrian national championship. 

Frankie Thieriot Stutes and 

Chatwin on their way to winning 

the 2018 Dutta Corp. Fair Hill 

International CCI***
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David Collins demonstrates an ideal frame with relaxation and swing in the collected trot. He rides Bojing, a 10-year-old Intermediaire gelding by Benetton Dream/Weltmeyer.

Patience is key when starting 

a young horse over fences.

BY HAVENS SCHATT AND 

FRED COMMISSAIRE, WITH 

TRICIA CONAHAN

Take Your 

TIME

Our motto when 

starting young 

horses over fenc-

es is: Take the 

time to let them 

evolve to be the 

best horses they can be. Bringing along a 

young prospect is an amazing and reward-

ing journey, but it must be done through a 

slow, methodical, reliable process that al-

lows him to correct his early mistakes and 

build confidence. Youngsters thrive in our 

structured training program at Milestone; 

they all go to the same “school.” Every 

day, we try to build a bit of confidence 

and add just one more step.

It’s important that a young horse 

knows there is a routine: He gets fed at 

seven, goes in the paddock at some point 

and knows when he gets ridden. We 

set our schedule so we can try to keep 

the same time frames every day. Young 

horses love consistency and the routine 

helps to build trust.

The best way to train a youngster is to 

listen to him, to ask him to speak to you. 

Each day ask him a new question then lis-

ten and see if he can answer. For example, 

ask him to lengthen his stride at the trot 

or canter, then collect, then lengthen 

again. If he can answer your question, 

you’re making progress. If he can’t, slow 

down and go back a step. Remember that 

while you may be applying a structured 

process, each horse has his own personal-

ity, physical build, mental ability—and 

each horse grows at his own pace.

It can be challenging to be this 

patient. The worst thing you can do to 

a young horse is be too human: to have 

set goals or a schedule for winning blue 

ribbons. Don’t impose your own dreams 

and timelines on him. Give him the 

chance to bloom.

A thoughtful, patient 

training program is key 

when starting a young 

horse over fences. One 

of my top hunters, 

Aristocrat (shown here), 

blossomed over time 

and through a confi-

dence-building regimen.   SP
O

R
TF

O
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Award-winning Practical Horseman magazine is 
an essential educational resource for riders 
in dressage, eventing, hunters and jumpers. 

Every issue delivers comprehensive training 
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UNITED STATES EQUESTRIAN FEDERATION : 4001 WING COMMANDER WAY : LEXINGTON, KY 40511 : 859.258.2472 : FAX 859.231.6662 : USEF.ORG

WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY,
ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT

For and in consideration of United States Equestrian Federation, Inc. dba US Equestrian (“USEF”) allowing me, the undersigned, to participate in any 
capacity (including as a rider, driver, handler, vaulter, longeur, lessee, owner, agent, coach, official, trainer or volunteer) in a USEF sanctioned, licensed or 
approved event or activity, including but not limited to equestrian clinics, practices, shows, competitions and related or incidental activities and  
________________________________(“USEF Event” or “USEF Events”); I, for myself, and on behalf of my spouse, children, heirs and next of kin, 
and any legal and personal representatives, executors, administrators, successors,, and assigns, hereby agree to and make the following contractual repre-
sentations pursuant to this Agreement (the “Agreement”):

A. RULES AND REGULATIONS: I hereby agree to be bound and abide by the rules, regulations, and policies of USEF as published in the USEF Rule Book and 
on the website at www.usef.org, as amended from time to time.

B. ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RISK: I knowingly, willingly, and voluntarily acknowledge the inherent risks associated with the sport of equestrian and know that 
horseback riding and related equestrian activities are inherently dangerous, and that participation in any USEF Event involves risks and dangers including, with-
out limitation, the potential for serious bodily injury (including broken bones, head or neck injuries), sickness and disease (including communicable diseases), 
trauma, pain & suffering, permanent disability, paralysis and death; loss of or damage to personal property (including my mount & equipment) arising out of the 
unpredictable behavior of horses; exposure to extreme conditions and circumstances; accidents involving other participants, event staff, volunteers or specta-
tors; contact or collision with other participants and horses, natural or manmade objects; adverse weather conditions; facilities issues and premises conditions; 
failure of protective equipment (including helmets); inadequate safety measures; participants of varying skill levels; situations beyond the immediate control of 
the USEF Event organizers and competition management; and other undefined, not readily foreseeable and presently unknown risks and dangers (“Risks”).  

EQUINE ACTIVITY LIABILITY ACT WARNING:
CAUTION: HORSEBACK RIDING AND EQUINE ACTIVITIES CAN BE DANGEROUS. RIDE AT YOUR OWN RISK.

Under the laws of most States, an equine activity sponsor or equine professional is not liable for any injury to, or the death of, a participant in 
equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities.

C. ASSUMPTION OF RISK: I understand that the aforementioned Risks may be caused in whole or in part or result directly or indirectly from the negligence 
of my own actions or inactions, the actions or inactions of others participating in the USEF Events, or the negligent acts or omissions of the Released Par-
ties defined below, and I hereby voluntarily and knowingly assume all such Risks and responsibility for any damages, liabilities, losses, or expenses that I 
incur as a result of my participation in any USEF Events.  I also agree to be responsible for any injury or damage caused by me, my horse, my employees or 
contractors under my direction and control at any USEF Event.

D. WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY, HOLD HARMLESS AND INDEMNITY: In conjunction with my participation in any USEF Event, I hereby release, waive 
and covenant not to  sue, and further agree to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the following parties:  USEF, USEF Recognized Affiliate Associations, 
the United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee (USOPC), USEF clubs, members, Event participants (including athletes/riders, coaches, trainers, judg-
es/officials, and other personnel), the Event owner, licensee, and competition managers; the promoters, sponsors, or advertisers of any USEF Event; any 
charity or other beneficiary which may benefit from the USEF Event; the owners, managers, or lessors of any facilities or premises where a USEF Event may 
be held; and all directors, officers, employees, agents, contractors, and volunteers of any of the aforementioned parties (Individually and Collectively, the 
“Released Parties” or “Event Organizers”), with respect to any liability, claim(s), demand(s), cause(s) of action, damage(s), loss, or expense (including 
court costs and reasonable attorney fees) of any kind or nature (“Liability”) which may arise out of, result from, or relate in any way to my participation in 
the USEF Events, including claims for Liability caused in whole or in part by the negligent acts or omissions of the Released Parties. 

E. COMPLETE AGREEMENT AND SEVERABILITY CLAUSE: This Agreement represents the complete understanding between the parties regarding these issues 
and no oral representations, statements or inducements have been made apart from this Agreement.  If any provision of this Agreement is held to be 
unlawful, void, or for any reason unenforceable, then that provision shall be deemed severable from this Agreement and shall not affect the validity and 
enforceability of any remaining provisions.

I HAVE CAREFULLY READ THIS DOCUMENT IN ITS ENTIRETY, UNDERSTAND ALL OF ITS TERMS AND CONDITIONS, AND KNOW IT CONTAINS AN ASSUMPTION 
OF RISK, RELEASE AND WAIVER FROM LIABILITY, AS WELL AS A HOLD HARMLESS AND  INDEMNIFICATION OBLIGATIONS.

By signing below, I (as the participant or as the Parent/Legal Guardian of the minor identified below) hereby accept and agree to the terms and condi-
tions of this Agreement in connection with my (or the minor’s) participation in any USEF Event.  If, despite this Agreement, I, or anyone on my behalf or the 
minor’s behalf, makes a claim for Liability against any of the Released Parties, I will indemnify, defend and hold harmless each of the Released Parties 
from any such Liabilities as the result of such claim.
The parties agree that this agreement may be electronically signed. The parties agree that the electronic signatures appearing on this agreement 
are the same as handwritten signatures for the purposes of validity, enforceability, and admissibility.

  RIDER/DRIVER/HANDLER/VAULTER/LONGEUR     OWNER     TRAINER    OFFICIAL     STAFF     VOLUNTEER      COACH  (IF APPLICABLE)

Signature:  ______________________________________________ Date: ____________________

Print Name:  _____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: (Required if Rider/Driver/Handler/Vaulter/Longeur is a minor)  ________________________________ Date: _______________________________

Print Parent//Guardian Name: _________________________________ Emergency Contact Phone No. ______________________________
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